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REPORT ON INDIAN LANDS
Nov. 8. 1791

The Secretary of State to whom was referred by the President of the U. S. the resolution
of Congress requesting the President “to cause an estimate to be laid before Congress
at their next session of the quantity & situation of the lands not claimed by the Indians,
nor granted to, nor claimed by, any citizens of the U. S. within the territory ceded to the U.
S. by the state of North Carolina & within the territory of the U. S. north west of the river
Ohio,” makes thereon the following Report.

South western Territory. The territory ceded by the State of North Carolina to the U. S. by
deed bearing date the 25th. day of Feb. 1790 is bounded as follows to wit; beginning in the
boundary between Virginia & N. Carolina, that is to say, in the parallel of latitude

36% degrees North from the equator on the extreme height of the stone mountain, where
the sd boundary or parallel intersects it, & running thence along the sd extreme height of
the river Missisipi; thence up the middle of the sd. river to where it is intersected by the
first mentioned parallel of 36%2 degrees; then along the sd parallel to the beginning: which
tract of Country is a degree & a half of latitude from North to South, & about 360 miles in
general from East to West, as nearly as may be estimated from such maps as exist of that
Country.
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Indian Claims. The Indians having claims within the sd tract of country are the Cherokees
& Chickasaws, whose boundaries are settled by the treaties of Hopewell, concluded with
the Cherokees on the 28 day of Nov. 1785, & with the Chickasayos on the 10th day of
January 1786, and by the treaty of Holston concluded with the Cherokees July 2. 1791.
These treaties acknowledge to the sd Indians all the lands Westward & Southward of the
following lines, to wit, Beginning in the boundary between South & North Carolina where
the South Carolina Indian boundary strikes the same; thence North to a point from which
a line is to be extended to the river Clinch that shall pass the Holston at the ridge which
divides the waters; and containing, as may be conjectured without pretending to accuracy,
between seven and eight thousand square miles or about 5. millions of acres; And to

one other parcel to the Westward, somewhat triangular also, comprehending parts of the
counties of Sumner, Davidson & Tannissee, the base whereof extends about 150 miles
also, from East to West on the same Virginia Line, & it's height from North to South, about
55 miles, & so may comprehend about five thousand square miles, or upwards of two & an
half millions of acres of land.

Claims of Citizens. Within these however are the following claims of citizens reserved by
the deed of cession & consequently which furnish exceptions to the rights of the U. S.

|. Appropriations by the state of North Carolina for their Continental & State Officers &
Souldiers.

Il. Grants, & Titles to grants vested in individuals by the laws of the State.

[ll. Entries made in Armstrong's office under an act of that State of 1783 for the redemption
of specie & other certificates.

Thomas Jefferson to Congress, November 8, 1791, Report, from the Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve Volumes. Federal Edition.
Collected and Edited by Paul Leicester Ford. http://www.loc.gov/resource/mtj1.015_0060_0084



